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2017 WSMGS  STATE 
SHOWCASE WINNERS

Photos by Holly Skinner, 
Linda Arichendifer, & Jim McGarvey of 

Riverton Mineral & Gem Society

Rex Young Rock Club, Torrington, WY
1st in Judging, 2nd in Peoples Choice
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Riverton Mineral & Gem Society, Riverton WY
1st in Peoples Choice, 2nd in Judging, 

Sublette County Rock Hounds Club Big Piney WY
1st in Judging, 

Cody 59ers Rock Club
3rd Peoples’ Choice / Judging tied 4th

Shoshone Rock Club
Judging tied 4th

CLUB SHOWCASES

2017 WSMGS  STATE SHOWCASE WINNERS
continued from page 1
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Linda Richendifer, Riverton, Wy 
1st in Amateur Judging

Bob Carlson
 2nd in Amateur Judging

Stan Grove, Riverton, Wy 
1st in Educational Judging

JL Gray Rock Shop, Big Piney, Wy 
1st in Professional Judging

AMATEUR  SHOWCASES

2017 WSMGS  STATE SHOWCASE WINNERS
continued from page 2

EDUCATIONAL  
SHOWCASES

PROFESSIONAL 
SHOWCASES
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WSMGS Clubs 
Rockhounds of the Year

WSMGS 
State Rockhound 

of the Year

Roger McMannis, 2017 rockhound of the Year
 Sublette County Rockhounds Club 

Big Piney, WY.       Accepted by Jim Gray

Linda Thomas, Rockhound of the Year
Shoshone Rock Club, Powell, WY

Bob Carlson, Rockhound of the Year
Riverton Mineral and Gem Society, Riverton
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WSMGS BOARD INFORMATION & UPDATES 

UNAPPROVED WSMGS ANNUAL MEETING MINUTES
FREMONT COUNTY FAIRGROUNDS -- RIVERTON  JUNE 23, 2017 

I. ROLE CALL- All WSMGS affiliated clubs represented by delegates except Cheyenne
II.  SECRETARY’s MINUTES-6/24/16 MINUTES approved as read by secretary Carla Tillman 
III. ANNUAL TREASURER’S REPORT –Treasurers report approved as read by treasurer Melvin Gustin:
	 Treasurer’s Report-June 1, 2017: 
Beginning Annual Meeting Balance- June 1, 2016 $2,489.96 
(See quarterly Financial Reports to date in Jade State News:August 2016, November 2016, February 
2017, May  2017

	 Beginning Balance-April 1, 2017 = 						      $2175.54
	 Credits:  	 5-3-17		 Natrona County Rockhounds Dues		  $35.00
	 Total Credits = 								        $35.00

	 Expenses:
	 04/06/17 	 Debit		  CodyUSPS-postage JSN			   ($3.75)
	 05/ 01/17 	 1045		  Stan Strike-mileage2017 RMFMS		  ($104.44)
	 05/ 11/17	 Debit		  Walmart-award certificates/frames		  ($25.57)
	 05/ 18/17	 1047		  Jennifer Flowers-May JSN/SpringFling	 ($75.00)
	 05/ 22/17	 1049		  Blue & Gold-award ribbons/engraving	 ($99.69)
	 05/ 25/17	 Debit		  Main Street checks by WY Comm.Bank	 ($22.38)
Total Expenses = 									         ($330.83)
Ending Balance-May 31, 2017 = 							       $1,879.71
 
IV. REPORTS:
       A. MINERAL & GEM SHOW UPDATES  were discussed by Alice Gustin-2017 WSMGS show chair 
       B. ANNUAL MEMBERSHIP REPORT was given by vice president-Linda Richendifer
	 1. October 31, 2016 WSMGS Membership Totals: 627 total members in our 7 Clubs
	 2. Feedback discussion of use of Club Contacts and WSMGS website communications.
           3. Suggestions for formation of new clubs- (Gillette, Thermopolis)?
      C. ANNUAL HISTORIAN REPORT (ROD BALTES)
	 I. Individual Clubs complying  with Annual Reports for Archival Storage?
	 2. 80 Year Old Celebration! [See wsmgs.org-Newsletters-WSMGS-February 2015)
       D, JADE STATE NEWS (EDITOR-JENNIFER FLOWERS )
           1. Club News Due August 1st. SEND TO “jsn@wsmgs.org”
	 2. The Jade State Newsletter received several recognition awards at the 2017 RMFMS:  
	    2nd- (Written Features) “The Revenant Fossils” by Stan Strike (WSMGS)
	    3rd- (Adult Articles-Humor) “Rockhounding in New York City”Bill Tabacinski (59ers) 
 	    3rd- (New Editor) Jennifer Flowers (Natrona County Rockhounds)	  
     E.  RMFMS WY STATE DIRECTOR 
	 1. 2017 RMFMS Convention –See Convention Summary: May 2017 JSN-p.13
	 2.  See attached sheet for RMFMS WY State Director’s 2016-17 Report
	 3. Thank You to the WSMGS affiliated clubs for your 100% RMFMS Convention Proxy Response
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WSMGS BOARD INFORMATION & UPDATES continued

	 4.  2018 RMFMS Convention & Rock Show has not been confirmed-watch for RMFMS updates 
    F. WSMGS WEBSITE [wsmgs.org]
	 1. iPAGEWeb hosting renewed until 3/16/2020
	 2. domain name renewal: wymineralandgemsociety.org (3/13/2017)= Expired
		  wygemandmineralsociety.org (**3/4/2018)=Manual Nonrenewal
	 3. New domain name purchase: wsmgs.org (Renewed until 10/30/2018)
	 4. WY Bucking Horse & Rider used for WSMGS logo/trademark renewed to 6/30/2019
 	 5. At the 2017 RMFMS Awards banquet the Wyoming WSMGS website received a 1st Place in 
the Website category competition. Our WSMGS website (wsmgs.org) will be forwarded to the AFMS 
competition and compete against the other six AMFS regions. Congratulations to our Webmaster-Marlene 
Sibley. 
     G. WY RMFMS PUBLIC LANDS ACCESS COMMITTEE REPORT [PLAC]-RICH GEROW
	 1. Status of Federal Land Management in WY discussed.
	 2. New Federal Regulations affecting rockhounds are under review and have not been finalized
V. OLD BUSINESS
	 A. WSMGS is 501(c)(3) organization and is state tax exempt for $’s collected at State Show and 
deposited in state bank account, however WY Dept. Of Revenue has ruled that individual clubs are not 
exempt for money collected and deposited. 
	 B. Nominations and Voting on annual $100 museum award = Homesteader Museum in Powell  
	 C.  Thank You-from WY State 4-H Foundation for $50 donation to 2017 Overall Geology winner 
at 2017 WY State Fair
	 D. Recently an email was sent to the Riverton Mineral and Gem Society from an individual in 
another WSMGS  rock club, who was also a member of the Riverton Club, concerning what
they perceived as advertising of an upcoming field trip’s stated purpose as to illegal
collecting  on federal land.  This individual also was reported to have notified the federal
agency as to the Riverton Club’s intentions. It was appropriate for this individual to express their concern 
to the Riverton club BUT NOT APPROPRIATE for that individual to notify a federal agency without 
consulting with the Riverton Club to clarify the perceived infraction. 
These kinds of concerns need to be reported directly to the WSMGS Board for “in-house”  Mediation. 
Individuals who deliberately disrupt the purpose of WSMGS without justifiable and factual cause will be 
subject to our ByLaws: Article III-Section 7, as stated below.
	 E. The WSMGS Board continues to focus on monitoring WSMGS affiliated clubs’ compliance 
with legal reporting as nonprofit corporations as to current Articles of Incorporation & ByLaws and adher-
ence to WY State Laws. WSMGS affiliated clubs failing to comply with the WY Secretary of State and 
Wyoming state laws are a legal liability to their members and the WSMGS and thereby will be subject 
to the WSMGS’ ByLaws: Article III-Section 7:  Removal of Members for Cause. If it happens that an 
WSMGS Member Club or an individual in a WSMGS Member Club fails to comply with the qualifica-
tions of membership or commits a deliberate act that is harmful to the WSMGS, they will receive a certi-
fied notification by the WSMGS Board explaining the violation and that it may result in the suspension or 
termination of their membership. The Member Club or individual will be afforded due process to defend 
their innocence as to the violation. The WSMGS Board will then formally vote as to the recommendation 
to suspend or terminate their membership. If 66% or more of the WSMGS Board members vote to sus-
pend or terminate the membership, the member club and/or the individual will receive a certified notifica-
tion as to the WSMGS Board’s decision. 
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WSMGS BOARD INFORMATION & UPDATES continued

VI. NEW BUSINESS
	 A.  Approved Bids for WY State Mineral and Gem Shows:
		  1. Sublette County Rock Hounds will sponsor 2018 WSMGS State Show	
           		 2. Natrona County Rockhounds will sponsor 2019 WSMGS State Show
	 B. Nominations & Election Of Officers (2 year terms) 
		  President: George Tillman  		  Vice President: Linda Richendifer
		  Secretary -Carla Tillman		  Treasurer: Stan Strike	
		  Historian- Rod Baltes									      
	 C. Awards 
		  1. CLUB Rockhound of the Year nominees were awarded plaques:
			   Cody 59ers Rock Club-Stan Strike
			   Shoshone Rock Club-Linda Thomas
			   Riverton Mineral & Gem Society- Bob Carlson Jr.
			   Sublette County Rockhounds- Roger McMannis	
		  2. Announcement of State ROY & presentation of award to Bob Carlson Jr.
VII. Upcoming Mineral & Gem Shows (see wsmgs.org –Rockhounding WY-upcoming Events)
	 Casper- 70th Annual Gem & Mineral Show July 8th-9th, 2017
	 Big Piney-Solar Eclipse Rock Show-August 18-20, 2017
VIII. Adjournment 

Wyoming RMFMS State Director’s Report By Stan Strike
2017 RMFMS Convention - Albuquerque, NM

The Wyoming State Mineral And Gem Society, Inc. (WSMGS) Board consists of six members who 
conduct electronic meetings quarterly. The WSMGS presently has seven affiliated clubs in Casper, Chey-
enne, Cody, Marbleton, Powell, Riverton, and Torrington.
The WSMGS Board provides the following benefits for its WSMGS affiliated clubs:
•	 Conducts Annual Meeting for delegates representing WSMGS affiliated clubs;
•	 Promotes communication between WSMGS clubs with Membership Directory;
•	 Coordinates the annual WSMGS State Mineral & Gem Show (designates a host club, organizes 
judging of display cases, promotes show advertising, provides recognition awards, provides WSMGS 
trailer & contents, and secures RMFMS liability insurance);
•	 Publishes the Jade State Newsletter quarterly with WSMGS news updates, educational earth sci-
ence articles, lapidary techniques, and WSMGS Affiliated Club News;
•	 Provides a WSMGS website(wsmgs.org) that provides WSMGS affiliated club information, 
WSMGS forms/documents, and educational topics related to rockhounding;
•	 Archives historical records for WSMGS affiliated clubs;
•	 Forwards RMFMS & AFMS communications to WSMGS clubs;
•	 Maintains alias email addresses to protect WSMGS club & board members’ privacy;
•	 Allows WSMGS clubs use of WSMGS’ 501(c)(3) status for WSMGS approved purchases;
•	 Provides reminders concerning required state, federal, WSMGS, and RMFMS deadlines. 
WSMGS is a member of the American Federation of Mineralogical Societies (AFMS) and the Rocky 
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Mountain Federation of Mineralogical Societies (RMFMS).

1.	 The WSMGS total affiliated membership as of October 31, 2016 was 627 members-an annual in-
crease of 77 members. Two clubs had a decease in membership-Natrona County Rockhounds and Cody 
59ers Rock Club. The newly formed club-the Sublette County Rock Hounds- began this membership 
year (October 2016) with a total of 103 members!

2.	 On June 4, 2016, 39 people met in Marbleton, WY and formed the Sublette County Rock 
Hounds. The WSMGS was instrumental in providing the leadership, information, and suggestions to 
promote this new club. Story-wsmgs.org-Newsletters-August 2016.

3. The WSMGS will continue to encourage the collection and archiving of copies of all WSMGS affili-
ated clubs’ legal documents and in their absence the WSMGS Board will help to develop updated or new 
documents. The WSMGS will also continue to remind and monitor their WSMGS affiliated clubs/societ-
ies that they complete the required Wyoming State and IRS reporting.

4. The WSMGS has forwarded to our affiliated clubs at- wsmgs.org communications from RMFMS 
President Beth Simmons and PLAC Chairmen concerning the proposed revisions to the Paleontological 
Resources Preservation- Rule: 81 FR 88173 and encouraged comments to be submitted. See a summary 
on the WSMGS website-wsmgs.org-Newsletters-February 2017.

5. WSMGS communicated to our affiliated clubs a “help & suggestion” document to successfully regis-
ter with the IRS (new requirement for 2017) and complete the required IRS 990-N form. See a summary 
on the WSMGS website-wsmgs.org-Newsletters-February 2017.

6. 2017 Wyoming Mineral and Gem Shows (details: wsmgs.org-Rockhounding WY-upcoming Events):		
	 Cheyenne Mineral & Gem Society			   May 13-14, 2017
	 Riverton Mineral & Gem Society (State Show)	 June 24-25, 2017 
	 Natrona County Rockhounds				   July	 8--9,  2017

Wyoming RMFMS State Director’s Report By Stan Strike
2017 RMFMS Convention - Albuquerque, NM continued

2017 AFMS Website Contest Winner:
10th Place-Marlene Sibley-WSMGS-wsmgs.org

2017 AFMS Bulletin Editors’ Contest Winner:
4th Place-New Editor Division-Jennifer Flowers-
WSMGS-Jade State News

2017 RMFMS AFMS 
Contest Winners
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Cody 59ers Rock Club Field Trip



  Page  15Jade State News                                        Volume 2017, Issue #3

Cheyenne Club Field Trip
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Science Night at the local Elementary
Gary & Ilene Olson                                   Curt Talbot                                   Sand Crystals

Club Reports
Shoshone Rock Club      May through July 2017 
May 2017: Our club had been contacted in April to see if anyone would participate in a Science Night 
for the local elementary schools. Gary & Ilene Olson and Curt Talbot agreed to attended this event on 
April 28th It was a great success and the members thanked them for volunteering to show some rocks & 
fossils.  Curt’s fossil display is always outstanding and Gary & Ilene had rough rock & many of Gary’s 
beautiful cabochons on display. Treasurer, Linda Thomas, stated she is trying to get the club into com-
pliance for an EIN (Employee Identification Number) required by the IRS. Apparently the club EIN 
number on hand could not be substantiated by the IRS.  Stan Strike had brought forms for the state show 
& Dorine Strom & Linda Thomas will be our delegates for the WSMGS state show in Riverton, with the 
theme Wyoming’s Sandbox, featuring opal, agate, jasper, chalcedony, & flint.   Margaret Scranton won 
the door prize of some tumbled                                                              stones fromLinna Beebe. Dorine 
Strom & Cresta Peterson provided                                                           refreshments for the evening 
which are always a welcome treat.                                                            For our program this evening, 
members had brought in items for                                                             Show & Tell & possible use for 
the club display case.  Since it                                                                   was a small group attending this

evening, it was decided to meet at Linda Thomas’s home on Wednesday, June 7th at 1:30 PM to set up 
the club case & also board members will discuss the club EIN  with a CPA. The application has to be 
done online only & Linda Thomas was having difficulties completing the process with our EIN in club 
records. Guest, Elyse Lynn, of Powell joined as a member.  
June 2017: Dorine Strom offered to lead a field trip to Oregon Basin and have a potluck also. The club 
has been there in the past with interesting fossils found. A small group attended, but everyone found 
something.  Jim Platt stated he found some interesting mud balls which had baculites & shells inside. 
Petrified wood & more were found.
July 2017: A group of 22 members and guests were in attendance, looking forward to the program of 
“Geologic Collectables”, soft minerals of uniqueness or beauty. On display were items such as coleman-
ite, sand crystals, barite rose, selenite blade cluster, Brucite, copper specimen, etc.  Karl Brown showed 
a large item that he thought might be a dinosaur bone. Mary Ann Northrup said she bought a Brucite 
mineral being sold for $1.00 at a state show, but thought the item was worth around $200. Stan Strike re-
ported on the WSMGS rock & gem show.  New officers will be: WSMGS state director-George Tillman, 
Sec.-Carl Tillman, Treasurer-Stan Strike, Historian-Rod Baltes, & JSN Editor-Jennifer Flowers. The 
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new rock club in Marbleton will host a rock & gem show on August 19, 20, 21, 2017, entitled the ”Great 
Eclipse Rock Show” & also will be the host for the 2018 WSMGS state show.  Casper has agreed to host 
the state show for 2019 & Powell & Cody will consider hosting the following year. Our speaker on Au-
gust 8th will be geologist, Gretchen Hurley, & she will talk about the Big Horn Basin Geology. Two new 
members signed up at the meeting. This was a fun evening with many talking about where to find rocks 
& or fossils. The wealth of information from our long time members could fill a book. 
Respectfully submitted,		  Linna Beebe, Sec.

Club Reports continued

Shoshone Rock Club      May through July 2017 continued
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WSMGS CLUBS
Information subject to change; updates will be posted upon notice. Contact the Editor with changes at: jsn@wsmgs.org

Cheyenne Mineral 
& Gem Society

P.O. Box 21412 
Cheyenne, WY 82001 

cheyennemgs@wsmgs.org 

Meets Sept. – May 2nd 
Wednesday 7:00 p.m. 

LCCC Health Science Bldg., 1400 E. 
College Dr., Room 309, Cheyenne

President: ......................... Donna Arnold
Treasurer: ............................ Jan Shively 

Cody Fifty-Niners Rock Club
P.O. Box 1251

Cody WY 82414

cody59ers@wsmgs.org 
www.Cody59ers.com 

Meets 4th Thursday 7:00 p.m. Park 
County Courthouse, Cody

President: .........................Nella Flurkey
Vice-President: ............... Teresa Rowan
Treasurer: ..........................Roger Lyons
Secretary: ......................Linda Jennings
JSN: ...............................Linda Jennings
Historian: .............................Jackie Platt 

Natrona County Rockhounds
P.O. Box 123, 

Casper, WY 82644

natronarockhounds@wsmgs.org

Meets 1st Monday 7:00 p.m. 
Clubhouse, 5211 Rambler, Mills 

President: ...............................Mac Goss
Vice-President: ......................John Hine
Treasurer: ......................... Kenny Platte
Secretary: ..............................Mac Goss

Shoshone Rock Club
P.O. Box 256, 

Powell, WY 82435

shoshonerockclub@wsmgs.org

Meets 2nd Tuesday 7:30 p.m. 
Powell Library, 

317 E. 3rd Street, Powell

President: ............................. Gary Olson
Vice-President: .................... Mary Vogel
Treasurer: ........................Linna Thomas
Secretary: ...........................Linda Beebe
JSN: ....................................Linna Beebe
Historian: ............................Linda Beebe 
Field Trips......................... Dorine Strom

Sublette County 
Rock Hounds Club

P.O. Box 1351 Big Piney, WY 83113

subletterockhounds@wsmgs.org
 

Meets 3rd Saturday 1:00pm
The Bench Grill, 

415 Winkleman, Marbleton, WY

President: ................................ Jim Gray
Vice-President: ............... Mike Schaffer
Treasurer: ................................Deb Jess
Secretary: ........................... Leane Gray

Riverton Mineral 
& Gem Society

P.O. Box 1904, 
Riverton, WY 82501

rivertonmgs@wsmgs.org
www.RivertonMGS.com

Meets Sept.–May 2nd 
Monday 7:00 p.m. 

303 E. Lincoln, Riverton 

President: ............................. Rod Baltes
Vice-President: ...................Rob Currier
Treasurer: .......................Melvin Gustin
Secretary: ........................... Kim Brown

Rex Young Rock Club
112 East 3rd 

Lingle, WY 82223

rexyoungrockclub@wsmgs.org

Meets 2nd Wednesday 7:00 p.m. 
Senior Center

216 E. 19th, Torrington

President: ........................... Kim Nielsen
Vice-President: ...........Sherman Lenhart
Treasurer: ..................... Leroy Meiniger
Secretary: ..................Joyce Trowbridge
JSN: ...........................Joyce Trowbridge
Historian: ...................Joyce Trowbridge 

Remember to 
watch for kids in 
the crosswalks.

They will be back 
in school soon


