
Jane and Lynn Neale of Powell were named 2012
“Rockhound of the Year” by the Wyoming Gem and
Mineral Society. The Neales have volunteered for the
Shoshone Rock Club for more than 40 years.

Powell Tribune photo by Ilene Olson

Lynn and Jane Neale named State
Rockhound of the Year

Lynn and Jane Neale were named 2012 Wyo-
ming Rockhound of the Year at the annual board
meeting of the Wyoming State Mineral and Gem
Society.

They were selected from among other nominees
by geologists from the Wyoming Geological
Survey. Rock clubs around the state submitted
names and reasons for their nomination to the
society.

The Neale's have been members of the Shoshone
Rock Club since 1970. Both have participated in
many club activities, serving as board members
and in various offices for a number of years start-
ing in 1971.

Between the two of them, they have:

• Led many field trips.

• Provided lapidary instruction at the club workshop or at their home.

• Assisted with a program for the Powell Valley Community Education.

• Given yearly programs to the Powell Boys and Girls Club.

• Served several times as co-chairman for state rock shows when they were in Powell and assisted

when it was in Cody.

• Served as an officer or delegate to society’s state organization and its yearly rock shows.

• Set up the club’s display case at state shows.

• Provided their home for state board meetings.

• Assisted often with Shoshone Rock Club floats for Park County Fair and Christmas parades.

In recent years, Jane Neale has crafted several silver and jade pendants for past rockhounds of the year. Asked
to do so once again, she said she created a pendant and bola tie for this year’s winners, not knowing they
would go to her and her husband.

The Neales have been major contributors to the Shoshone Rock Club for 42 years and have been big factors in
keeping the Shoshone Rock Club going for 61 years. They are much appreciated for their dedication to help-
ing others to learn about the geology and paleontology of Wyoming. In his nomination of the Neales, Richard
Heumier of Torrington said, “These are 2 of the nicest people you will meet and we need lots more like them.
Their service to rockhounding is mind-boggling through 41 years of dedication.”
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WSMGS Information and Updates

By Stan Strike, President

 New WSMGS President and Vice-President

The annual meeting of the Wyoming State Mineral & Gem Society (WSMGS) was held at the State Gem & Mineral Show
on June 8, 2012 in Torrington. Minutes from that meeting are included in this newsletter. As a result of Connie Case’s resignation,
delegates from the WSMGS affiliated rock clubs approved Stan Strike as president and Jim McGarvey as Vice President until the
biannual election occurs in 2013 at the WY State Gem & Mineral show in Riverton.

 WSMGS Goals

The WSMGS Board will try to continue Connie’s efforts to improve the communication between our groups, to update
our by-laws & other necessary organizational changes, and to promote the exchange of information concerning minerals, rocks,
fossils, gems, and lapidary skills. The WSMGS Board is asking that the affiliated Wyoming rock clubs help to share and provide
information for the benefit of all members by emailing or calling us. Please also forward concerns or suggestions to the Board that
will strengthen the Wyoming State Mineral & Gem Society.

 New Website and Webmasters

The Board has approved a new web host site-doteasy and web address-wymineralandgemsociety.org. We plan on add-
ing new information to the website in order to make it more valuable to our members as well as to others who choose to visit our
website. We have 2 new WSMGS webmasters to manage our website-Jim McGarvey and Marlene Sibley. Suggestions for the web-
site should be made to the Board.

 New Jade State News Editor

The WSMGS Board has also selected a new Jade State News editor -Verne Orcutt-who has had previous experience as a
newsletter editor for a national RV group. Please note his email address: WSMGSpublicity@gmail.com -and send your club news
and “rockhounding” information in Microsoft Word Format (so it can be rearranged in newsletter format) via email to Verne prior
to the following Jade State News deadlines: August 1st, November 1st February 1st, and May 1st.

 2012 State Show

Continued at top of next page
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 2012 State Show

We would like to thank the Torrington Rex Young Rock Club for hosting the 2012 State Gem & Mineral Show. With a lim-
ited number of club members, they had all the bases covered in a great facility with silent auction items, door prizes, speaker-“Fairburn
Agates”, informational displays and a quality selection of dealers. We will look forward to the 2013 State Show in Riverton.

 Field Trips

We would also like to recognize all of the rock clubs and individuals that have provided field trips for our members, espe-
cially the Powell Shoshone Rock Club for “The Yellow Brick Road” and the Riverton Gem & Mineral Society for several field trips-
Lysite agate, Wamsetter fossils, and Cedar Ridge opal. With the internet, it has become easier to advertise and share our local rock-
hounding sites with others. The Board encourages it’s member clubs to contact us with information they wish to share with the other
clubs and we will pass it on to them.

 RSVP Communication Requests

Finally, the WSMGS Board would ask each club to designate two
persons as their club representatives who the Board and others can communicate with via email. It then will be these persons responsi-
bility to communicate with their membership. This will eliminate the time lag and confusion that occurs with the election of new offi-
cers and as the individual membership changes. Keeping our membership informed will keep them involved and participating, which
will result in keeping our clubs growing and healthy.

Cheyenne Mineral & Gem Society:

P.O. Box 21412-Cheyenne, WY 82001

President-Bob King-2857 Olive Dr.

Cheyenne, WY 82001 (307-632-2702)

Contacts: Bob King

Carroll Schnell

Cody 59ers Rock Club:

Stan Strike-2132 Gail Lane-Cody, WY 82414 (307-250-1244)

President-Jim Ulmer-P.O. Box 3003-Cody, WY 82414

(307-272-5330)

Contacts: Jenny Schneider

Beth Spears

Natrona County Rockhounds:

P.O. Box 123-Mills, WY 82644

President-George Tillman (970-405-5502)

Contacts: Helen Hoff

Jennifer flowers

Rex Young Rock Club:

Ron Harroun-Box 373-Lingle, WY 82223

President- Kim Nielsen-50434 Leisure

Scottsbluff, NE 69361(308-632-2385)

Contacts: Kim Nielsen

Joyce Trowbridge

Riverton Mineral & Gem Society:

P.O. Box 1904-Riverton, WY 82501

President-Linda Richendifer-10709 Hwy 26
Kinnear, WY 82516(307-856-1532)

Contacts: Linda Richendifer
Alice Gustin

Shoshone Rock Club:

P.O. Box 256-Powell , WY 82435

President- Mary Ann Northrup-736 Lane 13

Powell, WY 82435 (307-754-4472)

Contacts: Linna Beebe

Jane Neale
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Wyoming WSMGS Affiliated Rock Clubs

WSMGS information continued



July 7, 2012

L
eaving on May 2, Ron
McKee, Carol Wolfe and
Cha r l i e R i chmond
headed west on I-80

toward Rock Springs, WY. We
took the Wamsutter exit (exit
158) south then west toward
Delaney Rim area to collect
Turritella agates for the after-
noon. These specimens are
chalcedony rich sedimentary
rock from Wyoming which
hosts the fossil shells of Elimia
tenera and was originally incor-
rectly called Turritella agate. It
was named after the sea snail
genus Turritella because of the
resemblance of the freshwater
snail shells to the Turritella fos-
sils that are found in agate in
Texas and California. The
Wyoming fossil shells, how-
ever, are in a freshwater sedi-
mentary deposit and identifi-
able as the genus Elimia.
These fossilized and less-
silicified Elimia tenera occur in
a region which is now southern
Wyoming, northern Colorado
and northeastern Utah. The
fossil beds are approximately
46 to 51 million years old and
occur in the Laney Member of

the Green River Formation.
Evidence suggests that the Eli-
mia tenera were deposited
near shore in a series of shal-
low lakes, which geologists
have named the Fossil, Uinta
and Gosiute Lakes. The cli-
mate was subtropical and there
were intermittent volcanic
eruptions. The best preserved
Elimia tenera are from Lake
Gosiute which fossils occur in
the Fort Laclede Bed of the
Laney Member at outcrops in
Sweetwater County in south-
western Wyoming. (from
Wikipedia). The specimens are
abundant and are collected
from the surface. The next
day, we traveled we traveled
north of Rock Springs toward
Eden Valley near Farson, WY to
collect fossil wood. These were
not so abundant on the sur-
face, but a few specimens were
collected. We then headed
back toward Rock Springs,
stopping to collect a few hun-
dred Taconite balls near an old
railroad bed. Again, the speci-
mens were abundant and eas-
ily collected from the surface.
These are an iron ore produced

into large pea size pellets. The
afternoon was filled with col-
lecting oolite and waterfall ag-
ates at Bitter Creek.

The third
day was spent back on De-
laney Rim east of Rock
Springs, again in the Bitter
Creek area. We met up with
Helen and Rex Hoff from Cas-
per. We collected stromatolites
along the rim. These are very
abundant and are all collected
from the surface. Selenite is
also quite plentiful and found
amongst the stromatolite. Af-
ter filling our buckets with as
much as we wanted, we revis-
ited the Turritella sites so
Helen and Rex were able to
collect some of those too. In
the afternoon, we went north
of Rawlins to Stewart Creek
where we spent the remainder
of the day collecting fossil
wood. This has been heavily
collected, but after some
searching, we were able to col-
lect plenty of small to medium
specimens from the surface
with little to no digging. We
returned home that night,
tired, dirty, and happy.

the next try for a state trip to see the
tracks.

We met at the sign to the
Red Gulch dinosaur trackway.
Cliff Manuel gave a talk on the his-
tory of the area and led us to the
trackway where we met with
Rowene, “RO” as she is called, and
were led over the hills on a 2 to 3

The “Yellow Brick Road”
dinosaur trackway was found by
Rowene Manuel while hiking the
hills. The Wyoming State Gem and
Mineral Society wanted to sponsor a
state wide trip for all interested par-
ties. The first try for a trip was in
April and it was rained out—no trav-
eling on bentonite mud. July 7th was

mile trek to see the tracks. Gryphea,
or Devil's toe nails are the index fos-
sil for the trackway. The [dinosaur]
tracks measured in length from 6 to 7
inches to big ones up to 14 inches.
These are the three toed, Therapods,
meat eaters tracks. Saurapod, plant
eaters tracks were also present.
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Turritella, Stromatolite & Petrified Wood Field Trip
By Carol Wolfe, from the Cheyenne Mineral & Gem Society Newsletter

“The Yellow Brick Road”“The Yellow Brick Road”

By Mary Ann Northrup
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The road aheadThe road ahead ...... Here is another trackHere is another track ...... A well defined track ...A well defined track ...

June 2-3 Field Trip
to Shirley Basin
By Charlie Richmond
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those who were the first to arrive at
the dig site shows these trees (note
the Pine Beetle kill).

Little was [few specimens
were] found, but we enjoyed the
nice weather and had an enjoyable
day talking and digging. I collected
over 100 pounds of graphic granite
which I have traded off for mineral
specimens for our club. Bob Wade
and Lewis Coblentz stayed there
Saturday night and dug some more
on Sunday.

This trip was in conjunction
with the Ft. Collins mineral club.
About 30 people attended with most
of them camping out on Saturday
night. Those that were there on
Saturday night got to use a portable
black light to search for fluorescent
minerals where they were plentiful.

Collected were 2” long bel-
emnites (fossils), banded jasper,
petrified wood and agates. The
light rain and wind did not deter
those in attendance from having a
good time.

Saturday, July 14, I drove
150 miles south into Colorado to an
old classic topaz digging area called
“Devil’s Head” where I met up
with Bob Wade who organized the
trip. The members of the Colorado
Springs Mineralogical Society
members were invited to join us.

In all there were 15 of us
searching for the well hidden crys-
tals It was a change to dig in
among trees as most of my collect-
ing in Wyoming is done out in the
treeless plains. The picture is of
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Topaz & Smoky Quartz Field Trip
By Bob King

Walking the “Yellow Brick Road” Dinosaur Trackway
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Opal Claim on Cedar RimOpal Claim on Cedar Rim
By: Ben Struempf August 18, 2012

JA DE S T AT E NEWS

We met at the Riverton Wal-Mart parking lot at 7:30AM and were delightfully sur-
prised to see so many people ready to go to the Opal claim. There were over 50 people from
all over the state. There were around 25 to 30 vehicles. On the road with so many vehicles
with their lights on that it looked like I was leading a funeral procession. We left the meeting
place and headed towards Beaver Rim. At the top of the rim we turned onto the Cedar Rim
road … that was quite a string of vehicles behind ours!

At the claim the people scattered in all directions and started going through the piles
of rock that the mine owner had placed around the claim. Some decided to go to the out-
cropping to see what they could find there.

At the end of the day, there must have been 3 ton of rock taken from the site. Every
pick-up was loaded! It appeared there were about a dozen pieces found with some fire in
them.

The claim owner, Lonnie Woddard, says: If you want more of the opal, go get it. All
those rock piles have to be gone by the end of October. Go get um, Rockhounds

Following are some pictures from the trip!

Opal Marbles by Rich-
ard Rodgers

Rockhounds working
the rock pile!

Nancy and Micah Eus-
tice with their treasure

Over the weekend of August 11 & 12, 2012, seven
members of the Riverton Mineral & Gem Society
club traveled to Delany Rim in search of Turritella
and Agate. While there, some exceptional blue col-
ored, wind polished turritella was found. We also got
into a large bed of alage and as a result got some
very nice pieces.

While on this trip, we checked out some of
the access roads to the Haystacks. We are hoping
on a future trip where we spend a large portion of the
trip in and around the Haystacks.

On 8/25/12 six members of the club went up on
Union Pass (west of Dubois) to pan for gold. All of
us found enough (if you looked carefully) to see in a
small specimen bottle. On our return home we
went into Double Cabin to look for wood. Lots of
smoke in the air so we were not really able to enjoy
just how beautiful the Double Cabin area is.

Riverton Gem and Mineral Society

Field Trips to Delany Rim and Cedar Ridge by John Gillette

Delany Rim Cedar Ridge
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Showcase Exhibits

2012 WSMGS State
Show-People's Choice

Award winner

Highlights 2012 Wyoming State Gem & Mineral ShowHighlights 2012 Wyoming State Gem & Mineral Show
June 9th and 10th



Publication courtesy of Barranca Diamond Products, Inc.
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Annual State Business News
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Annual State Business News continued
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Annual State Business News continued
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Prairie Tanzanite
by Dr. Hasham Monassar, FGA, GG

JA DE S T AT E NEWS

Exclusive mining rights and
sales by Rock Solid Lapi-

dary & Bead Shop
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Buffer for $ale

This buffer includes the
motor, but no instruc-
tions. The motor runs
and the buffer is about 12
inches across. We got
this as part of another
deal and we have never
used it but have been told
it does a good job. $200
makes it all yours.

Call 719-252-4430 or
email afrasher@natures-
gifts.biz. It can be seen
in Riverton until Sept
30th, then it moves to
Canon City, CO

Archeology Magazines
for $ale

100 + Indian Artifact
Magazines for sale, $200.
Would like to sell them
as a set. Some of the
early editions are collec-
tors items.

Jim Platt

307-250-1900

jamesgplatt@yahoo.com

Lapidary Equipment
for $ale

A Lortone trim saw,
grinder, polisher machine
has been well used but
still has a full life avail-
able to it’s new owner.
6” trim saw, 1 stone
wheel, 1 expanding
wheel and 1 polishing
pad on the end. This
machine has a motor and
top drip water system

and polishing wheel on
end that needs new
leather cover. This is a
table top model and
priced at $300.

Call 719-252-4430 or
email afrasher@natures-
gifts.biz. It can be seen
in Riverton until Sept
30th, then it moves to
Canon City, CO.
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Lapidary Equipment and Related Items for Sale

Local Suppliers and Vendors

If you are looking for materials, equipment, gifts
or advice, be sure to check with any one of these

vendors as they are familiar with your needs,
and would appreciate your patronage



Editor
P.O. Box 697, Cody, WY 82414

Phone: 307.578.7091

We’re on the Web

www.wymineralandgemsociety.org

WYOM IN G ST AT E MI NER AL AN D GEM SOC I ET Y

‘member our dedlines now………..

August 1st, November 1st February 1st, and May 1st.

And if ya want yur piture in tha

paper, or if ya have sompthun impor-

tant ya want ta shar with others,

tel us and we’ll be shur to let everone

no.

By now, yur editur, Verne

Dates or Events to Mark on your Calendar

Billings Gem & Mineral Show—September 29th—30th

This space will be reserved for future
events throughout the region which

will be of interest to members and/or
friends


